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penas, administer oaths, compel the attendance 
and testimony of witnesses and the production 
of books, papers, documents, and other evidence, 
to take depositions before any designated indi-
vidual competent to administer oaths, and to 
examine witnesses. 

(Pub. L. 93–627, § 24, Jan. 3, 1975, 88 Stat. 2147.) 

§ 1524. Authorization of appropriations 

There is authorized to be appropriated for ad-
ministration of this chapter, not to exceed 
$2,500,000 per fiscal year for the fiscal years end-
ing June 30, 1975, June 30, 1976, September 30, 
1977, September 30, 1978, September 30, 1979, and 
September 30, 1980. 

(Pub. L. 93–627, § 25, Jan. 3, 1975, 88 Stat. 2147; 
Pub. L. 95–36, June 1, 1977, 91 Stat. 177.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1977—Pub. L. 95–36 authorized appropriations of not 
to exceed $2,500,000 per fiscal year for fiscal years end-
ing Sept. 30, 1977, Sept. 30, 1978, Sept. 30, 1979, and Sept. 
30, 1980.

CHAPTER 30—INTERNATIONAL REGULA-
TIONS FOR PREVENTING COLLISIONS AT 
SEA 

Sec. 

1601. Definitions. 
1602. International Regulations. 

(a) Proclamation by President; effective 
date. 

(b) Publication of proclamation in Fed-
eral Register. 

(c) Amendment of International Regula-
tions. 

(d) Notification to Congress of proposed 
amendments; Congressional resolu-
tion of disapproval. 

1603. Vessels subject to International Regulations. 
1604. Vessels not subject to International Regula-

tions. 
1605. Navy and Coast Guard vessels of special con-

struction or purpose. 
(a) Certification for alternative compli-

ance. 
(b) Closest possible compliance by vessels 

covered by certification for alter-
native compliance. 

(c) Publication of certifications in Fed-
eral Register. 

(d) Issuance of certification for a class of 
vessels. 

1606. Special rules for ships of war, vessels proceed-
ing under convoy, and fishing vessels en-
gaged in fishing as a fleet. 

1607. Implementation by rules and regulations; au-
thority to promulgate. 

1608. Civil penalties. 
(a) Liability of vessel operator for viola-

tions. 
(b) Liability of vessel for violations; sei-

zure of vessel. 
(c) Assessment of penalties; notice; op-

portunity for hearing; remission, 
mitigation, and compromise of pen-
alty; action for collection. 

CHAPTER REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This chapter is referred to in title 49 section 40120. 

§ 1601. Definitions 

For the purposes of this chapter—
(1) ‘‘vessel’’ means every description of 

watercraft, including nondisplacement craft 

and seaplanes, used or capable of being used as 
a means of transportation on water; and 

(2) ‘‘high seas’’ means all parts of the sea 
that are not included in the territorial sea or 
in the internal waters of any nation. 

(Pub. L. 95–75, § 2, July 27, 1977, 91 Stat. 308.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in opening par., was in the 
original ‘‘this Act’’, meaning Pub. L. 95–75, July 27, 
1977, 91 Stat. 308, known as the ‘‘International Naviga-
tional Rules Act of 1977’’, which enacted this chapter, 
repealed sections 1051 to 1094 of this title, enacted pro-
visions set out as notes under this section, and repealed 
provision set out as a note under section 1051 of this 
title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF INTERNATIONAL REGULATIONS; 
REPEAL OF FORMER REGULATIONS 

Section 10 of Pub. L. 95–75 provided in part that Pub. 
L. 88–131, enacting sections 1051 to 1094 of this title and 
a provision set out as a note under section 1051 of this 
title which sections included the former International 
Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea, was re-
pealed effective on the date on which the International 
Regulations [promulgated pursuant to this chapter] en-
tered into force for the United States [July 15, 1977]. 
See Proclamation dated Jan. 19, 1977, set out as a note 
under section 1602 of this title. 

REFERENCES TO FORMER REGULATIONS 

Section 10 of Pub. L. 95–75 provided in part that: ‘‘The 
reference in any other law to Public Law 88–131 [enact-
ing sections 1051 to 1094 of this title and enacting a pro-
vision set out as a note under section 1051 of this title], 
or to the regulations set forth in section 4 of that Act 
[sections 1061 to 1094 of this title], shall be considered 
a reference, respectively, to this Act [this chapter], or 
to the International Regulations proclaimed hereunder 
[set out as a note under section 1602 of this title].’’

SHORT TITLE 

Section 1 of Pub. L. 95–75 provided: ‘‘That this Act 
[enacting this chapter, repealing sections 1051 to 1094 of 
this title, enacting provisions set out as notes under 
this section, and repealing provisions set out as a note 
under section 1051 of this title] may be cited as the 
‘International Navigational Rules Act of 1977’.’’

§ 1602. International Regulations 

(a) Proclamation by President; effective date 

The President is authorized to proclaim the 
International Regulations for Preventing Colli-
sions at Sea, 1972 (hereinafter referred to as the 
‘‘International Regulations’’). The effective date 
of the International Regulations for the United 
States shall be specified in the proclamation and 
shall be the date as near as possible to, but no 
earlier than, the date on which the Convention 
on the International Regulations for Preventing 
Collisions at Sea, 1972 (hereinafter referred to as 
the ‘‘Convention’’), signed at London, England, 
under date of October 20, 1972, enters into force 
for the United States. The International Regula-
tions proclaimed shall consist of the rules and 
other annexes attached to the Convention. 

(b) Publication of proclamation in Federal Reg-
ister 

The proclamation shall include the Inter-
national Regulations and shall be published in 
the Federal Register. On the date specified in 
the proclamation, the International Regulations 
shall enter into force for the United States and 
shall have effect as if enacted by statute. 
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